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Welcome  

 

Once again, I must CONGRATULATE you on yet another individual winner; 
CTHEBALLERINA wins at only her f if th race  start, at Thames on the 1 st February.  This 

bring s your total number of wins to an amazing 1 1 wins by five  indiv idual winners 

from  your  eight fillies  é and hopefully there is more to come.  
 

You now have ALANNAH HALL (1 win, $4,851), BIG LUCY (2 wins, $1 8,452 ), LINDA 

LOVEGRACE (6 wins, $1 66,461 , Group 1 winner) and LOVE IS A DRUG ( 1 win, 

$25 ,7 21 ) , CTHEBALLERINA (1 wi n, $ 5,966 ), as well as the placed PINUP PONY (2 
places, $ 4,201) and the  raced but unplaced HOTHOOVES ($2,950), so you now have 

11 wins on the board and total gross stakes of $ 228,602 ï a great  achievement !!!  

 
Lucy, Tina, Judy, Pinny and Linda have all bee n racing well over the January /February  

period, with one  win , two 2 nd  placings,  a 3 rd  placing a nd three 4 th  placings  between  

them over this time.   To add to this, Linda also had a stylish win at the workouts , but 
Pinny was a little disappointing on the gra ss at Thames . 

 

Tina and Judy are to return to the races tonight  (Friday , 13 th  February)  at Alexandra 

Park , so more exciting times are upon us . 
 

After a minor setback with a strained joint, Alannah is now back on track and set to 

attend the workouts in abou t 4 weeks.  
 

Glitzy is coming along nicely and working down in her times in readiness to attend the 

workouts or trials in the next couple of weeks , so the excitement should continue with 

plenty happening , or about to happen . 
 

Unfortunately , as you are aware , H otty has been sidelined  with her troublesome foot 

and with further investigation this has been found to be a small fracture to her 
pastern.  It has been screwed to stop it getting worse, so hopefully she can make a 

full recovery and be able to fulfil th e potential t hat she has already shown, but this will 

take time . 
 

Good Luck  for all your upcoming action, especially in the next few days  and 

weeks . 
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CONGRATULATIONS !!!  
 
 

Ctheballerina  
 
 

é wins at Thames, on 1st February 2015 
 
 

What a win !!!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This win brought up win No. 11 for The Good Sports Syndicate  and an amazing 

Syndicate record of 52 starts, 11 wins, 11 seconds, 5 thirds, for $226,019 in stake 
earnings .  WELL DONE !!!  

 

é and it took Tinaôs record to 5 starts, 1 win, 2 seconds  and  stake earnings of $5, 96 6.  
CONGRATULATIONS  !!!  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Photo courtesy of: 
Sharlene Mitchell Photography 
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Here is the latest information on all your fillies : -  

 
 

Trainer Mark Purdon  & Natalie Rasmussen : -  

 

Alannah Hall  (Angus Hall ï Regal Volo) : -  

 

After her  pre - train ing  with  Grant Payne , 
Alannah transf erred to Mark and Natalieôs 

stable  earl y in January  and completed 

further jogging, before having her first fast 
work in training at the beginning of 

Febr uary.  

 

Unfortunately, Alannah suffered a minor 
setback when she strained a back joint, 

however it sett led down in just 5 days, but 

she was to be set back a couple of weeks in 
training.  

 

Mark reports, ñShe is coming along good now and is about 4 weeks away from a trial.ò 
 

So, although she has been delayed by a couple of weeks, all now appears to be fine 

with Alannah and it will be great to see her at the trials in a monthôs time. 

 
 

Big Lucy  (Badl ands Hanover ï Halcyon Franco) : -  

 
After trialling at Ashburton on the 7 th  

January, it was initially thought that Lucy 

would have a further run at the trials 
before making her return to racing, but 

Mark decided  as Lucyôs work had been 

good at home, she would now make her 

return to the races on the 16 th  January.  
 

This wa s to be at the NZ Metropolitan TC 

Meeting at Addington Raceway , where Lucy 
wa s to line up in the $ 11,000 Granite 

Benchtop Company Mobile Pace, for 3YO & 

Older C1 pacers, over 1950m.  
 

Lucy dre w Barrier No. 2 and w as to be driven by stable drive r  by  Tim Williams.  

 

Lucy was sent out the win favourite for this race and Tim eased her off the gate at the 
sta rt, to avoid the early firework s and landed nicely in the one -one.  This was not to 

be for long however, as the second favourite Better Scoot moved forward from the 

parked position  with about 1400m to run , leaving Lucy to face the breeze.  
 

Tim sat back a l ength or two off the leader, as they went through the second - to - last 

half in a sedate 65.4 seconds, so it was going to be a sprint home, but then they only 

went through the next quarter in 31.1, as they straightened for home.  
 

 
Big Lucy win s at Melton 8 .08.14 

 Alannah Hall  win s at Ashburton  20.07.14 



The Good Sports Syndicate - February 2015 Newsletter Page 4 

Lucy was about 1½ lengths off  the leader as they turned in and finished off her race 

OK, with only the horse on her back in the one -one Nevertheless and the trailing 

horse Always Yours getting passed her in the run home.  
 

Lucy finished in 4 th  placing,  only 2.5 lengths from the winn er  and a ½ length and a 

neck from second . 

 
The winner was Better Scoot in a time of 2:26.8 (MR 2:01.1), with good closing 

sectionals of 57.1 and 26.2.  

 
Lucy came through her race well and was to then race next at the Marlborough HRC 

Meeting, at Waterlea Racew ay, in Blenheim, on the 23 rd  January.  

 
This was in the $9,500 Doug Beattie Memorial Mobile Pace, for 3YO & Older C1 pacers, 

over 2300m, in which Lucy drew Barrier No. 1, in a 12 -horse field (reduced to 11 with 

a scratching) and was to be driven by co - train er Natalie Rasmussen.   Of course, this 

was the same night as Tina and Judy were racing at Auckland.  
 

Lucy  got out quickly to lead and remained there throughout, staying some 2 -3 lengths 

in front of the second runner throughout, but didnôt kick on as was expected in the 
last 50m or so and finished a somewhat disappointing 6 th  placing, but was close -up 

being only 1.2 lengths from the winner.  

 
The winner was Sheôs Got It, a $68 shot,  in a moderate overall time of 2:51.8 (MR 

2:00.2), but with good closing secti onals of 56.4 and 28.2.  

 

Lucy was then to line up again on the second day of the Meeting, on  the 25 th  January, 
once again at Waterlea Raceway in Blenheim.   This was in the $12,000 Asure 

Sundowner Mobile Pace, for 3YO & Older C1 pacers, over 2300m.  

 
Lucy on ce again drew Barrier No. 1, in a 12 -horse field and was to be driven on this 

occasion by stable Junior Driver Matt Anderson.  

 
Lucy got  out quickly from the mobile to hold her place and had to do a bit of work 

early to hold out Going Going Gone who was loo king for the early lead.  With a lap - to -

go there were several moves from back in the field and the favourite Bracken Ridge 

came forward and Matt handed up to take the trail.  
 

Lucy enjoyed a good trip from then on and was able to take the passing lane run i n 

the home straight, but just battled into 4 th  placing, some 6.5 lengths from the winner.  
 

The winner was Alta Leroy  in a time of 2:5 0.3 (MR 1 : 59 .1), with good closing 

sectionals of 56. 5 and 28. 5. 

 
Mark said later , ñShe pulled too hard on the first day and  it was her second -up run, 

that appeared to knock  the stuffing out of her.  In hindsight, I wouldnôt have lined her 

up on the second day, but when you travel away like that, itôs a bit hard not to line up 
when youôre already there.ò 

 

Mark has spoken to Ken  and advised he thinks her earning capacity is much better in 
Australia, so Lucy is soon to cross the Tasman again.  

 

After returning from Marlborough, Lucy was given time to get over her trip away and 

is being worked down now in her times in training and w ill have a good hit out at 
home and should be ready to make her big trip to Australia, leaving on the 18 th  

February.  
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Lucy will first fly to NSW, where it is planned that she will contest a $20,000 heat of 

the NSW Oaks on the 21 st February and hopefully qu alify for the Group 1 $200,000 
Form 700 NSW Oaks Final, to be staged on the 1 st March, at Tabcorp Park Menangle, 

just out of Sydney.   It is likely that Lucy will stay on in Australia after this and 

possibly even travel down to Melbourne to contest further race s there.  

 
I will confirm details to you, once they are available of each of Lucyôs races in 

Australia.  

 

GOOD LUCK  and GO LUCY !!!  

 

 

Linda Lovegrace  (Bettorôs Delight ï Linda Grace) : -  
 

After her Northern campaign, Linda headed back home to Canterbury, where she was 

given an easy time for a week and then  started back doing hoppled work th e following  

week.  
 

She was ready to attend the Rangiora Workouts on the 28 th  January, where she 

competed in a C1 -C4 Mobile Pace, over 2000m.  Linda drew Barrier No. 8, coming into 
No. 7 with a scratching, but nevertheless the outside of the mobile  gate .  She was to 

be driven by Mark Purdon.  

 
Linda got out  well from her wide draw and was initially eased to get into the one -one, 

but when her stablemate Supersonic Miss went to the front she was left parked.  As 

they entered the straight with a little over a mile to run, Mark moved forward to look 

for the lead , but Supersonic Miss raced her and they drew away from the others by 5 
or 6 lengths, with Linda finally making the lead with a lap - to -go, having done a fair bit 

of work.  

 
Rounding the home turn, New Deal came forward and pressured Linda in the lead, but 

as they ran for home Linda fought her off and  went on to win well without being really 

pushed from her classy stablemate Supersonic Miss , who rushed at her late up the 

passing lane . 
 

Syndicate Member, Glenys Kennard reported, ñIt was a beautiful day at the Rangiora 

workouts today where the Good Sports Syndicate had Linda Lovegrace racing. She 
won beating her stablemate 'Supersonic Miss' by a head in a time of 2:29.1 last 800 in 

58.6 last 400 in 28.1. Mile rate was 1:59.9. Margins were head, 3 Lengths, 1/2 he ad. 

Distance was 2000m. Mark drove her and was thrilled with her. She now heads to 
Ashburton on February 7 th  where she will contest a heat of the Nevele R Fillies Series. ò 

 

Many thanks Glenys, your report and photos are  most appreciated.  

 
Mark has also rep orted, ñThat was a good run.  She went well.ò 
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Here are some photos taken by Glenys at Rangiora on the 28 th  January é 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

So, Linda w as all set to start next, as planned, in the $14,000 Nevele R Fillies Series 

(Heat  1) Mobile Pace, for 3YO Fillies, over 1609m, at Ashburton on the 7 th  February.  
 

 

Enjoying a well -earned 

drink of molasses  

 
After her race  

 

All washed 

down  

 
In the wash bay 

 All set to race  

 
Before her race 
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She drew Barrier No. 5 (into No.4 with a scratching) in a  quality  4-horse field and was 

to be driven on  this occasion by stable Junior Driver Matt Anderson, as the stable had 

three runners in the heat and Mark was away in Australia with Adore Me and Follow 
The Stars.  

 

Linda was ea sed back off the gate at the start and settled at the tail of the field, some 

3 lengths off her stablemate Supersonic Miss .  Linda closed the gap going into the 
back, but at the 1200m point Supersonic Miss went forward to take over the lead, 

while Linda bided her time at the rear still.  

 
The pace was strong, but it was eased off as they headed towards the end of the back 

stra ight and Linda was pulled out at the 400m pole to make her move, with Fight For 

Glory coming out in front of her, so she was to get a drag into it turning for home.  
 

Linda was drawn to the outside and finished off her race well, for a good 2 nd  placing, 

goi ng down by a 2 length margin.  

 
The winner was Fight For Glory, in quick time of 1:54.5 for the 1609m, with closing 

sectionals completed in 56.8 and 26.0.  

 
Mark  said, ñShe ran home really good.  I was pleased with her. ò 

 

It is now planned that Linda will he ad back up North, to race at Alexandra Park .  She 
is scheduled to travel up on the 13 th  February and look to race first in the $15,000 

Northern Oaks Prelude , on the 20 th  February and hopefully qualify for the Group 1  

$125,000 Pascoes The Jewellers Northern  Oaks , on the 27 th  February, the first night 

of the Auckland Cup Carnival.  
 

After her mission to win the Northern Oaks, it is likely that Linda will look to contest 

another suitable heat of the Nevele R Fillies Series, as her 2 nd  placing in Heat 1, may 
not  necessarily qualify her for the prestigious Group 1 $140,000 Final ,  set down for 

the 9 th  May at Addington.  

 
Iôm sure these upcoming major races will bring you lots  of thrills and excitement.  

 

GOOD LUCK  and GO L INDA  !!!  

 

 

Trainer Tony Herlihy  : -  

 
Ctheballerina  (Bettor ôs Delight ï Cheyenne Girl) : -  

 

So, Tina was to return to the races at Alexandra Park, on the 23 rd  January.  This was 

in the $12,000 Join The 2015 ATC Racing Syndicate Mobile Pace, for 3YO & Older 
Fillies & Mares C0, over 2200m.  

 

Tina drew Barrier No. 5 and  was once again to be driven by stable Junior Driver Tony 
Cameron, as Tony Herlihy had two runners in this race.  

 

Tina  made a good beginning from the mobile start , showing some good gate speed, 
but was to settle 3 -back on the markers  when crossed by the fa vourite Start 

Dreaming and Joôs Dream, and was to  remain  there  throughout.  

 

She did get a little keen in the running, but ran on well in the home straight for a 
good 4 th  placing, only 2.5 lengths from the winner.  
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The winner was Start Dreaming in a good ti me of 2:43.5 (MR 1:5 9.6 ), with closing 

sectionals in 57.9 and 27.6.  

 
Tony Cameron said, ñShe went pretty well really.  I was happy with her.  She turned 

her head around and shook it, just as the whistle went and got the earplugs out, so 

that was a shame.  She got a little keen in the running, but that was understandable, 

having lost the plugs.  He [Zac Butcher, on Start Dreaming] got it pretty easy in front 
really.ò 

 

Tony Herlihy added, ñShe went alright again.  Iôll just see how she comes through it 
and de cide where we go  next.ò 

 

Here are some photos taken at Auckland  on the 2 3 rd  January é 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Tina came through her run well and was to race next at Thames, on the grass, on the 
1st February.  

 

 Off to the wash   Ungearing  

 Walking to cool off   A drink after  

 Heading back to the stables   
Return  
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This was in the $5, 500 Francie Walters 100 th  Birthday Mobile Pace, for 3YO & Older C0 

pacers, over 1700m.   The sponsor, Francie was oncourse and given a special 
presentation and Happy Birthday was sung to her just before the race.  Her actual 

birthday was on the 7 th  February . 

 

Tina drew nicely at Barrier No. 3, with your other stable runner Pinup Pony at Barrier 
No. 5.  Tina was to be driven on this occasion by trainer Tony Herlihy.  

 

Tina was sent out favourite for this race and got out well once again from the mobile 
start, but was tending to run out a little as they headed towards the first bend, but did 

make the lead as they started around the turn.  

 
It wasnôt long before Khloe came forward to take over the lead, giving Tina a nice trail, 

which she enjoyed for the remainder  of the race.  

 

As they reached the 800m mark, Pinny came forward to sit parked outside Tina, as 
Tony patiently awaiting the passing lane run.  

 

As they turned for home, challenges were mounted 3 and 4 -wide and once over the 
crossing and into the home straig ht Tina made her run up the passing lane, finishing 

off her race strongly to win very well, pricking her ears right on the line.  

 
Tinaôs winning time was 2:14.7 (MR 2:07.4), with closing sectionals in 62.6 and 29.7, 

winning by the official margin of 1¼ len gths.  

 

Tony said, ñShe started mucking around once she got to the front, but she won well.  
I was happy with her.  It was a good win.ò 

 

Here are some photos taken at Thames on the 1 st February é 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 Warming up   
Heading on to the track with Pinny  

 Up the passing lane   Out well at the start  
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 é members await  
Into the Winners Circle  

 
Going clear in the r un home 

 
At the finish  

 

Celebrations in the Winners Circle Bar  


