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Welcome  

 
Once again, I must CONGRATULATE you on yet another win; BIG LUCY  wins at Penrith  

on the 9 th  April;  and another very good win it was too ï WELL DONE !!!  

 
This bring s your total number of wins to an incredible  13 wins by five  individual 

winners from  your  eight fillies  and now with Glitzy Galôs recent racing all 8 fillies have 

made it to the races ï WHAT AN ACHIEVEMENT !!!  This is unheard of and something 
that you all should be ve ry proud of.   Hopefully there are many more very exciting 

and successful races just around the corner, as Glitzy Gal ran a very good 3 rd  placing 

on Friday night at Addington and Alannah Hall and Love Is A Drug both trialled well on 

Saturday and will be bac k racing soon.  
 

For the record y ou now have ALANNAH HALL (1 win, $4,851), BIG LUCY ( 4 wins, 

$2 4,94 2), LINDA LOVEGRACE ( 6 wins, $1 69,154, Group 1 winner) ,  LOVE IS A DRUG 
(1 win, $ 31 ,954)  and CTHEBALLERINA (1 win, $ 10 ,853 )  as your 5 winners , as well as 

the placed PINUP PONY ( 3 places, $ 4,460 ) and GLITZY GAL (1 place, $716)  and the  

raced but unplaced HOTHOOVES ($2,950) .  S o you now have 13 wins , 13 seconds and 
7 thirds  on the board and total gross stakes of $ 249,880  ï a great achievement !!!  

 

Lucy, Linda, Judy  and  Glitzy  have all been racing over the last month, so there has 

certainly been lot s of action .  After winning at Penrith on the 12 th  March, Lucy wa s 
only a fair 5 th  at Menangle, before bouncing back for another good win back at Penrith 

on the 9 th  April .  Linda has only had one race, once again mixing her gait for a 

disappointing 5 th  placing in a Nevele R Fillies Heat at Forbury Park, on the 2 nd  April.  
Judy raced  at Auckland  on the 27 th  March , running on well for a good 3 rd  placing  and 

trialed  well on Saturday in preparation to race next this Friday , once again at 

Auckland.  Glitzy made her race debut on the 2 nd  April at Forbury Park, finishing a 

somewhat disappointing 8 th  placing, before backing up last Friday for an excellent 3 rd  
placing at A ddington.  

 

It appears that two  of your fillies will be racing this week ; Lucy  at Penrith  on Thursday  
and Judy at Auckland on Friday , so good luck for these runs.  

 

At this stage Linda will race again on the  23 rd  April , at Addington and Alannah will trial 
again this Saturday, b efore looking to make her Northern debut on 1 st May at 

Alexandra Park.  

 

So, there ôs plenty of action coming up and Good Luck  for all your upcoming 

racing . 

 

The Good Sports Syndicate 

 

April 2015 Newsletter 
 

Rob Carr ð Syndicate Liaison  

P O Box 202101, Southgate, Takanini, Auckland 2246  

Tel. (09) 291 -9034   Mobile (021) 227 -6444  

Fax (09) 291 -9035   Email rob.carr@xtra.co.nz  
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CONGRATULATIONS !!!  
 

You have another  win é 
 

Big Lucy 
 

é wins at Penrith NSW, on 9th April  2015 
 

What a win !!!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
This win was win No. 4 for Big Lucy , from just 14 starts, with two 3 rd  placings to add 

to this too and notched up win No. 13 for T he Good Sports Syndicate , so WELL 

DONE!!!  

 
é and this win took Lucyôs stake earnings to $24 ,942, so WELL DONE  for this too.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

Photo courtesy of é 
Lett Photography 

 

 

An order form is on the 
next page for you to order 
photos if you wish 

LUCY streets them by 12.4m at Penrith on 9 th April  
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Here is the latest information on all your fillies : -  

 

Trainer Barry  Purdon  : -  

 
Alannah Hall  (Angus Hall ï Regal Volo) : -  

 

As advised in last monthôs newsletter, Alannah  was to travel north  to do her 

immediate future rac ing  there and  arrived safely at Barry Purdonôs stable on the 23 rd  
March  and has been transferred into his name as Alannah ôs new trainer  in the north . 

 

Barry reported she looks good and the following week after driving her in training said 
that she felt good and should be ready to trial soon.  

 

Barry then confirmed that Alannah was ready to attend the workouts on the 11 th  April, 

reporting, ñIôm pleased with her, but she will need a couple of trials before she ready 
to race and then weôll find a race for her.ò 

 

So, Alannah was to make her first northern public appearance  and have her first look 
at the Alexandra Park  track, at the Auckland TC  Workouts, on th e 11 th  April .  This was 

in a C0-C1 Special Handicap Trot, over 2200m, where she drew Barrier No. 1 on the 

Front Row, in a 5 -horse field and was to be driven by her new trainer Barry Purdon.  
 

Alannah began well to settle nicely in the trail from the outset,  as The Early Wicket 

took up the running.  With about the 1150m mark, Dauntless moved off Alannahôs 

back and went forward to take up the lead with about 900m to go, shuffling Alannah 
back to 3 -back on the markers.  

 

Reaching the end of the back straight for the final time, Dautless had put 5 or 6 
lengths on the field, but as he passed  the 45 0m point , he went up in the air  and 

galloped badly, just as Alannah began a move forward around The Early Wicket, 

allowing her to  go to the front as they rounded the home turn.  
 

As they entered the home straight Alannah led and finished her run off nicely to go on 

and win the heat well.  

 
Alannahôs winning time was a moderate 2:59.5 (MR 2:11.2), with closing sectionals in 

62.9 and 32 .2.  The winning margin was officially ½ length.  

 
Barry said, ñShe went good.  The Jewels may not really be her thing.  She can have 

two races before the shutoff, so weôll give her a chance, if sheôs good enough, but 

sheôll be up against that one of Joshôs [Speeding Spur] and Markôs [Prince Fearless], 
so it wonôt be easy.  She is eligible for the Breeders Crown, so that might be a better 

option, as they ôre supposed to have a 3YO Fillies division this year.  Weôll bring her 

back next Saturday and see where w e go from there.ò 
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Here are some photos taken at Alexandra Park on the 11 th  April é 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 First time passed  
Warming up  

 In the home straight   A lap -to-go 

 
At the fin ish 

 Leaving the track   Return  



The Good Sports Syndicate - April 2015 Newsletter Page 6 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

So, it is planned that Alannah will return for another run at the Alexandra Park 

Workouts next Saturday, the 18 th  April, in preparation to make her northern race 

debut on the 1 st May, also at Alexandra Park, where there is a $12,000 C0 Trot over 
2200m programmed.  

 

I will confirm Alannahôs run at the workouts this  Saturday and her impending race on 
the 1 st May, to you  nearer to the times for each of these, once details are available.  

 

It will be great to see Alannah racing in the North, so letôs hope she can p rogress with 
another run at the workouts and be ready to go on and race competitively.  

 

 

Big Lucy  (Badl ands Han over ï Halcyon Franco) : -  
 

After her win on the 12 th  March at Penrith, Lucy was to race next on the 24 th  March, at 

Tabcorp Park Menangle in NSW.  
 

This was in the $7,140 Farmer Joes Chickens Pace, for 3YO pacers, over 1609m.  Lucy 

dre w Barrier No. 6 in an 8-horse field  and was to be driven by Luke McCarthy . 
 

Lucy was sent out favourite for this race and made a good beginning from the mobile 

start, to get across and down to the markers, settling 3 -back.  Rounding the first turn, 

Luke eased Lucy off the markers looking to take up the one -one position, as Pacific 
Hot Shot began a move forward.  

 

Pacific Hot Shot was unable to reach the breeze however, caught 3 -wide throughout, 
so Lucy was forced to sit in the death for the rest of the race.  She came forwar d on 

to the leaderôs wheel as they rounded the final turn, but was battling as they turned 

into the long home straight and only finished a fair 5 th  placing, as the leader Always 

My Mate drew away from the field to bolt in by a 16m margin.  
 

Lucy was 24.3m f rom the winner at the finish, in a moderate Mile time of 1:57.0.  The 

last 800m was completed in a quick 55.8 and the 400m in 27.5.  
 

I guess with having to sit parked, there was some excuse for Lucy, but all considered, 

it was a disappointing run.  
 

Lucy was to race next at Penrith, just west of Sydney, on the 9 th  April.  This was in the  

$6,120 Stardust Circus 3YO Fillies Pace, where L ucy  dr ew Barrier No. 6 (outside of the 

Front Row) in an 8 -horse field, over 1730m and w as to be driven by Todd McCarthy.  
 

 

 In the washbay   Ungearing  



The Good Sports Syndicate - April 2015 Newsletter Page 7 

 

Lucy got  out quickly from her outside draw and 

was vying for the lead into the first corner, but 
was held out  by Western Safari  and forced to 

sit in the breeze .  

 

Lucy looked to relax sitting parked and at 
about the 500m mark, Todd began a move 

forward to make a play for the lead, getting 

there heading into the final turn, with the 
commentator saying, ñBig Lucyôs quickly going 

up to Western Safari t o give it the go byeò.  

 
Todd then went to town, urging Lucy on very vigourously, rounding the home turn 

with the Circus Tent (belonging to the sponsor) looming large in the background.  

Lucy quickly put about 4 lengths on the rest of the field and was lonely in front as 

they turn ed for home, going on for a  very  easy 12.4m win.  
 

Lucyôs winning time was 2:07.7 (MR 1:58.8), with closing sectionals in 59.6 and 29.8. 

 
Lucy is now set to race again this week, on Thursday the 16 th  April, once again back at 

Penrith.   She is in Race 2, timed to start at 8:50pm (NZ Time).  This is the $ 11,424 St 

Marys Band Club Ladyship Pace, a mobile ove r 2125m.  Lucy has drawn  Barrier No. 1 
and will again be teamed with her successful last -start drive r, Todd McCarthy.  

 

GOOD LUCK  for this race !!!  

 
 

Linda Lovegrace  (Bettorôs Delight ï Linda Grace) : -  

 

After recovering from the bruising from a kick she received, Linda was to embark on 
her mission to qualify for the Nevele R Fillies Series.  

 

She was to contest the next heat of the series, which was staged at Forbury Park, on 
the 2 nd  April.  This was the $20,000  Nevele R 3 -Year-Old Fillies Series (Heat 6) Mobile 

Pace, for 3YO Fillies, over 1700m.  Linda drew Barrier No. 10 (No.2 on the 2 nd  Row) 

and was driven by stable Junior Driver Matt Anderson in the 10 -horse field.  
 

Linda was hard up on her stablemate Classic al Artôs back as the mobile gate pulled 

away at the start and obtained a good run through to be nicely in the one -one early.  

 
She remained there until going down the back the final time when Joanneôs A Delight 

began a move forward 3 -wide, Matt hopped out i n front of her and was posted 3 -wide 

for the remainder of the journey.  
 

Linda fought well in the home straight, but then began to pace roughly short of the 

line and actually went into a gallop with about 30m to run and continued to gallop 

over the finish l ine, to finish in 5 th  placing.  
 

The Stipendiary Stewards Report stated, ñLINDA LOVEGRACE paced roughly racing 

into the first bend.  LINDA LOVEGRACE paced roughly throughout the home straight 
and broke near the 30 metre mark.  Due to LINDA LOVEGRACE not bre aking in excess 

of 50 metres or being lapped on fifth placing was authorised with no further action 

required.ò 
 

 
Big Lucy win s at Penrith 09.04.15 
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The winner was Classical Art, in a time of 2:03.3 (MR 1:56.6), with closing sectionals 

of 57.1 and 27.5.  Linda was officially only 2.6 lengths from the winner.  
 

Natalie  said, ñWe were  thrilled with her work before she went to Forbury , so  goodness 

knows what happened .  We ôve changed her work around and we give her a good 

gallop in training now and she seems well.  I ôll hopple her on Saturday and I ôll drive 
her myself and sort her out. ò 

 

So let ôs hope that Linda can get back to her best, as she is now looking to race next in 
the last of the Nevele R Fillies Series Heat s, which is set to be run  next Thursday, the 

23 rd  April, at Addington, where she will be looking to cement her place in the Group 1 

$150,000 Final , on the 9 th  May, also at Addington.  
 

All going to plan, Linda will also be looking to race in the Group 1 $150,000 NZ Oaks , 

that is also to be staged at Addington, on the 15 th  May.  

 
This obviously means that there are some very serious and high profile races on 

Lindaôs immediate r acing calendar , so she will certainly need to be on her game.  

 
I will advise you regarding  each of these races as they are confirmed and details are 

available , but in the meantime GOOD LUCK  for these prestigious events , Iôm sure 

th ey will be exciting for us all .  

 
 

Trainer Tony Herlihy  : -  

 

Ctheballerina  (Bettorôs Delight ï Cheyenne  Girl) : -  

 

After her race at Alexandra Park on the 6 th  March, where she finished a good 4 th  
placing, Tina was to have a little 10 -day freshen -up out in the paddock.  

 

She returned to Tonyôs barn to resume her training on the 16 th  March and has made 
good progress since her return.  

 

Tony reports, ñShe seems good and is nice and bright.  She should be ready to trial in 
about 2 weeks and then we can look to race on through the winter with her.ò 

 

So, it wonôt be long before we see Tina back in action again and I will confirm details 

to you once it is known when she will be attending the workouts, in preparation for 
her return to racing.  

 

 

Trainer Cran Dalgety : -  

 
Glitzy Gal  (Bettorôs Delight ï Diamonds N Gold) : -  

 

After mixing her gait in a trial at Addington on  the 9 th  March, Glitzy was to have a few 

gear changes before returning for a further educational run at the Rangiora Workouts, 
on the 18 th  March . 

 

This was in a C0 Mobile Pace , over 2000m, where Glitzy dre w Barrier No. 1, i n an 8 -
horse field that included  Ken  Breckon ôs good 3YO trotter Prince Fearless in with the 

pacers .  Glitzy was to be driven by top stable driver Dexter Dunn.  
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She went o ut well from the start and was able to beat off the challenge of Nick Riviera 

for the lead and hold up in front.  As they passed the winning post with a lap - to -go, 
Lucky Three came forward to challenge for the lead and took over with about 1000m 

to run.  

 

Glitzy enjoyed a nice trail, until with about 500m to go, Dexter eased out and sat 
parked and ranged up outside the leader as they turned for home.   She ran on nicely 

in the home straight, to draw away and go on to win by a comfortable margin.  

 
Glitzyôs winning time was 2:34.5 (MR 2:04.2), with closing sectionals of 59.3 and 28.5 

and a winning margin of 1½ lengths.  For the record, Prince Fearless ran home a nice 

3 rd  placing.  
 

Dexter said, ñShe just cruised it really and did it easily.  I was very pleased with her.ò 

 

Cran  too was very pleased and said, ñThat was good.  Dexter was pretty happy.  Weôll 
look for a race for her now, to get her started off and I think with what sheôs shown 

today, she could win a couple in short order.ò 

 
So, Glitzy was set to make her race debut , on the 2 nd  April, at Forbury Park.  

 

This was in the $5,500 Washington VC Fillies & Mares Mobile Pace, for 2YO & Older 
Fillies & Mares C0, over 1700m.  Glitzy drew Barrier No. 6 , but with the E2 horse 

being scratched, she was to start from No. 5  and was t o be driven by Dexter Dunn.  

 

She was  sent out favourite for this race and had to endure a false start first -up, but 
this meant that she was to come in one more position and start from Barrier No.4, 

with the horse inside her being sent to the outside of the  gate for causing the 

interference.  
 

Second time around and Glitzy Gal made a good beginning from the mobile start and 

pressed forward to sit parked early before getting cover and the one -one position 
when I Get Around came forward at about the 1200m point .  

 

Inside the last lap and Sauchiehall came forward to sit parked, posting Glitzy one -out -

and -3-back, then with 800m to run Play Action began to move forward 3 -wide, so 
Dexter hopped out in front of her and moved forward quickly down the back to be 3 -

wide outside the leaders.  

 
Rounding the home turn Glitzy appeared to be flat and had to come 4 -wide into the 

home straight to make her run, before battling on initially, but them seemingly 

finishing off her race OK for 8 th  placing, but only 3 lengths from the w inner.  

 
The Stipendiary Stewards Report stated, ñWhen questioned regarding the 

performance of the favourite GLITZY GAL Driver D Dunn advised he was not 

disappointed with the filly's first up effort as she had hung rounding the final bend and 
had fought on well over the concluding stages.ò 

 

The winner was Sauchiehall, in a time of 2:07.0 (MR 2:00.2), with closing sectionals 
of 58.1 and 28.7.  

 

Cran said, ñWe did burn some punters right back to the elbows last week.  She didnôt 

go bad ; she went terrible.  I do have some sort of excuse though in that we had a 
transport problem.  What is usually a 4 hour 50 minute or 5 hour trip, ended up 

taking 7¾ hours.  We had two blowouts and Glitzy wa s just  getting  off  the  truck  as 
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the first [race r unners] were doing their preliminaries [and Glitzy was in Race 2].   She 

must have had trucklag, if thereôs such a thing; like jetlag.  I donôt like to offer 
excuses, but it might have taken more out of her than I thought.   We had 7 horses in 

on the night a nd 6 of them went awful.   Sheôs in again this Friday, so hopefully we can 

get her back and racing good again.   I canôt say sheôs going to win this one, so weôll 

just have to see how she goes.   Iôve also got her in at Banks Peninsula on Sunday, but 
this is really only as a back -up or reserve race, in case she gets knocked over, or 

something goes wrong on Friday.ò 

 
So, Glitzy wa s to race  next  at the NZ Metropolitan TC Meeting, at Addington, on the 

10th April.  

 
This was in the $9,000 Avon City Ford New Mondeo Range Mobile Pace, for 3YO C0 

pacers, over 1950m.   Glitzy  dr ew awkwardly at Barrier No. 12 (No.3 on the 2nd Row) 

in a  capacity  14 -horse field and w as once again driven by top reinsman Dexter Dunn.  

 
Glitzy could  a good run through from her 2 nd  Row draw and withing the first 200m was 

able to slot down onto the markers, 4 -back in the running.  

 
Glitzy remained there throughout the race and around the home turn the horse 

outside her broke and went back, but Dexter remained calm and stayed on the 

markers , waiting  patiently for a gap.  
 

As they turned for home a gap did open and Glitzy began to sprint well and Dexter 

was able to then get up inside the original trailer Paulôs Verdict and closed fast 

towards the finish to run a very good and close -up 3 rd  placing, only  beaten by the 
original leader and the swooping Expresso Martini.  

 

The winner was Expresso Martini, in a time of 2:27.8 (MR 2:01.9), with good closing 
sectionals in 58.8 and 28.2.  Glitzy was officially only ½ neck and a neck from the 

winner.  

 
Dexter said,  ñWe needed a bit of luck and we got it and she finished it off well.  I was 

wrapped.  She got passed a few. ò 

 

Cran added, ñThatôs better Glitzy baby!  She showed a bit of squirt.  That float trip 
definitely flattened her, so weôre back in business now.  On that run, it shouldnôt be 

long before she wins one. ò 

 
As Cran explained, as a back -up, G litzy  was also accepted to race two days later on 

the 12 th  April at Banks Peninsula, but fortunately this was not required  and so she was 

duly scratched . 

 
Glitzy came through her race well, but as she was scratched from Sundayôs race, 

there is a four day stand down, so she was ineligible to race at Addington this 

Wednesday, so instead she will now probably be aimed to race next at the Rangiora 
HRC Meeting, o n Sunday, the 19 th  April.  

 

Once this is confirmed and details are available, I will advise you of these.  
 

In the meantime, GOOD LUCK  for this race !!!  
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Trainer Barry Purdon  : -  

 

Hot h ooves (Bettorôs Delight ï Matter Of Fact) : -  

 
After undergoing surgery on the 23 rd  February, to insert a screw in her pastern  to stop 

an incomplete fracture worsening, Hotty  has made very good progress.  

 

She first spent about 4 weeks confined to a box, before moving out into a small 
confined area.  

 

Hotty was then moved out into a normal  sized paddock on the 1 st April, with Scott 
Yarndley at Breckon Farms reporting, ñShe looks really good and has come through 

her ordeal very well.ò 

 

Hotty will be re -xrayed prior to going back into work, just to make sure that 
everything has healed as it s hould have, so hopefully she is well on the way to making 

a full recovery.  

 
Hotty is still  likely to have her full  6 months spell, but her progress will be monitored 

along the way and hopefully her troubles will soon be behind her and she will be able 

to return to training in an attempt to make it back to be a successful racehorse.  
 

As I have already said, w e can now only  wait and  hope for the best.  

 

 
Love I s A Drug (Art Major ï Loma Fay) : -  

 

After finishing a very good 2 nd  placing at Alexandra Park, on the 13 th  March, Judy was 
to return to the same venue to race next on the 27 th  March.  

 

This was in the $13,500 Dunstan Horse Feeds Fillies & Mares Mobile Pace, for 3YO & 
Older Fillies & Mares C1 -C2, over 2200m.  Judy drew Barr ier No. 1 and was to be 

driven by Zac Butcher.  

 

Judy got out well from her handy draw to secure the early trail, but after a dream run 
through from the 2 nd  Row, the favourite Better B Amazed went to the lead within the 

first 400m and posted Judy 3 -back on the markers.  

 
She remained there throughout and as several runners came forward down the back 

the final time, Judy was going to need a bit of luck to get out.  As they turned for 

home Judy ran up onto the back of Better B Amazed and with about 75m to run a gap 
opened to  allow Zac to pull out and Judy ran home well for a good 4 th  placing.  

 

The winner was Fizzi Lizzi , in a good time of 2:4 2.5  (MR 1:5 8. 9), with the closing 

sectionals in 57. 7 and 2 8.0.  Judy was only  by 1 .8  lengths  from the winner and only a 
head away from t he 3 rd  horse.  

 

Zac said, ñWe got checked up in the home straight, but once I got off Scottôs [Phelan, 
driving Better B Amazed] back, she came home well.  I had a handful.  She was 

travelling.ò 

 

Barry added, ñI was happy with that.  She went pretty good and  only got the split late 
too. ò 
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Here are some photos taken at Alexandra Park on the 27 th  March é 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The following week Judy did not seem too well and had a snotty nose, so a blood tes t 
was taken and it showed that she  had a flu - type ailment and so was treated for this 

accordingly.  

 
Barry reported, ñShe responded really well and has bounced back very quickly.ò 

 

So, Judy was to attend the Ale xandra Park Workouts on the 11 th  April, in preparation 

for her return to the races at the Auckland Premier Night on the 17 th  April.  
 

She competed in a C1 Workout Mobile Pace, over 2200m, drawing Barrier No. 2 and 

being driven by Zac Butcher.  
 

Judy got  out quickly to lead early and soon handed up to her stablemate Start 

Dreaming who came forward from out wide.  

 
Judy remained in the trail throughout and rounding the final turn, Zac eased out from 

the trail to move forward and make his challenge and Start Dreaming and Judy drew 3 

or 4 lengths in front of the other runners.  
 

Judy finished off her run very well and closed in on Start Dreaming in the last little bit, 

but couldnôt quite manage to master her, but nevertheless finished a good 2nd  placing, 
only a ½ length from the winner , with a further 7 lengths back to the 3 rd  horse . 

 

The winner was Judyôs stablemate Start Dreaming, in a time of 2:46.7 (MR 2:01.9), 

with quick closing sectionals of 56.3 and 27.6.  
 

 

 Heading back to the stables   
Return  

 Further ungearing   Ungearing  
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Zac said, ñShe didnôt die on her run; she just couldnôt pick that other one [Start 

Dreaming] up.  Sheôs a pretty nice horse that other one.  That was a good run.  Iôm 
pretty happy with that.ò 

 

Barry added, ñThat was pretty good.  She finished it off well too.  Weôll look to line up 

on Friday now.ò 
 

Here a re some photos taken at Alexandra Park on the 11 th  April  é 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 Out first at the start   
Warming up  

 A lap -to-go  Easing to trail  

 
At the fin ish 


