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Hi there 
 
Both Double Shot and Spin To Win have been racing this month, locally here in New 

Zealand and High Gait has been setting the trials track alight in Victoria. 
 

There have been no wins over the last month, other than at the trials or workouts, but 
Rhonda has had two starts for a 3rd and a 6th placing and Whirl has had one start for a 

4th placing. 
 
Rhonda raced at Alexandra Park on the 17th June, finishing a good 3rd placing and was 

to return to the same venue for her next race on the 1st July.  She burnt early and just 
battled in the run home to finish in 6th placing.  Rhonda has now returned south and 

been sent for a well-deserved spell. 
 
Whirl had three runs at the workouts, culminating in a very good win in her third run 

on the 2nd July, before she was to make her return to the races last Sunday, the 10th 
July.  She didn’t enjoy a very good trip and was hampered a little for room in the run 

home to finish in 4th placing, but was only 2.7 lengths from the winner.  Whirl was 
then to race again this Friday the 15th July at Alexandra Park, but unfortunately she 
has had to be scratched.  Whirl was “visibly lame” in her work yesterday and 

obviously not 100%, so in not being so she could not be expected to race at Auckland.  
If they can get to the bottom of the trouble, there is still a possibility that Whirl may 

race at Cambridge next Thursday, the 21st July, but I will confirm this to you if it is to 
eventuate. 
 

After her great win in the Group 1 Victoria Trotters Oaks, setting a new Australian 3-
year-old Trotters Record for 2240m in the process, Regal then had last week off and 

was ready to trial on the 10th July.  She blew them away with a dominant 35m win 
and looked all set for her tilt at the NSW Trotters Derby this Saturday, but 
unfortunately this was not to be, with only 4 nominations being received for the race 

and it once again not proceeding.  So, Regal is now to stay in Victoria and is likely to 
race next Wednesday, the 20th July, at Bendigo.  She will then possibly have another 

race on the 29th July at Melton, before tackling her next major race, the Group 1 
$75,575 Seelite Windows & Doors Victoria Trotters Derby, at Maryborough, on the 7th 
August.  All going to plan, it will then be on to the Breeders Crown Heat, at 

Maryborough, on the 17th August and then hopefully the Group 1 $60,000 Breeders 

Crown Final, at Tabcorp Park Melton, on the 28th August.  GO REGAL !!! 
 
Also, Regal is a finalist for the NZ 3YO Trotting Filly of the Year on the 30th July … so 

GOOD LUCK for this !!! 
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Here is the latest information on all your fillies:- 
 

Trainer Nicole Molander :- 

 
High Gait (Muscles Yankee – Regal Volo) 
 

After winning the Group 1 Victoria Trotters Oaks, on the 3rd June, Regal was to have a 
week off out in the paddock and further to the information and the proposed racing 

programme for Regal given in your June Newsletter, I received an update from Nicole 
Molander on the 5th July. 
 

Nicole advised, “High Gait is very well and will be trialling on Sunday 10th July at 
Bendigo, before she races at Menangle in the Trotters Derby on Saturday the 16th July.  

Her week off definitely agreed with her and was much deserved, and she seems very 
happy at present.  We may have to give her another run after the NSW Derby before 
the Victoria Derby, but we will make this decision after the NSW Derby.” 

 
So after returning to work on the 13th June, Regal made excellent progress and was 

ready to attend the trials at Bendigo on the 10th July, in preparation for her return to 
racing. 
 

This was to be in a Combined Trotters Heat, over 2150m from a Mobile Start.  Regal 
drew Barrier No. 6 in a 7-horse field and was to be driven by regular race driver Chris 

Alford. 
 
Regal got out quickly from her wide draw behind the mobile, to cross the field easily 

and take up a comfortable lead.  She bowled along nicely in front, seemingly doing it 
easily and as they received the bell and ran inside the final lap, Lord Lohki came up 

outside her to put a little pressure into the run. 
 

Into the back straight for the last time and Regal opened up by a couple of lengths 
and as she ran passed the 400m pole, the gap began to widen.  As she turned for 
home, Regal was lonely, having put about 20m on the next runner and she went on to 

finish her run strongly and draw even further in front, for a very easy and comfortable 
win, very much un-extended by Chris Alford. 

 
Regal’s winning time was 2:43.8 (MR 2:02.6), with the closing sectionals completed in 
59.4 and 29.0.  The winning margin was a massive 35m, with a further 20m back to 

the third horse. 
 

As advised, you can watch the video replay at:- 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kz-CMflKN9s, or by going to the Australian 
Harness Racing Website, at www.harness.org.au, then click on “Racing”, then “Trial 

Results” and you will find the result there.  To watch the video, you need to go to the 
Australian Harness Racing Website, at www.harness.org.au, then click on “States”, 

then “Vic”, then “Racing”, then “Trial Replays”, then “Bendigo Trial Replays”, then 
“Videos”, then “BHRC Trial 6 10/07/2016” and you will find the coverage there.  If you 
can follow all that ??? 

 
The bad news to follow this very good win, was that there were only 4 Nominations 

received for the NSW Trotters Derby rescheduled to be run at Menangle (after the 
originally programmed dated also received insufficient nominations to proceed) on the 
16th July, so this race was to be cancelled. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kz-CMflKN9s
http://www.harness.org.au/
http://www.harness.org.au/
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Nicole advised that Regal will now probably race next Wednesday night, the 

20th July, at Bendigo in a T1-T2 Trot, over 2150m and even though the race is 

only worth $6,575 it will give Regal a race leading into the Victoria Trotters Derby.  

Nicole has said that Regal may also have another race before the Derby on the 29th 
July, at Melton. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

So, Regal will be looking to possibly race as follows in July and August:- 
 
¶ 20th July – $6,575 T1-T2 Trot at Bendigo. 

¶ 29th July - $9,575 3YO Trot or $18,575 TM1-TM3 Trot at Tabcorp Park Melton. 
¶ 7th August – Group 1 $75,575 Seelite Windows & Doors Victoria Trotters Derby, 

at Maryborough (the scene of her exciting win in the Redwood Classic last 
year). 

¶ 17th August – $10,000 Breeders Crown Heat, at Maryborough. 

¶ 28th August – Group 1 $60,000 Breeders Crown Final, at Tabcorp Park Melton. 
 

It will be very exciting to see Regal racing in such prestigious races and I’m sure she 
will do you all proud, as she has already shown on both sides of the Tasman, she is a 
talented filly who always gives it her best. 

 
I will confirm details of these upcoming races as soon as they are available. 

 

In the meantime, GOOD LUCK & GO REGAL !!! 
 
NZ Harness Racing Awards 

I am extremely pleased to advise that your filly High Gait has been announced as a 
finalist in the NZ 3YO Trotting Filly of the Year category at the upcoming 2016 NZ 

Harness Racing Awards. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS !!! 
 

This is indeed an honour and I wish you luck for this award, to be presented at the 
Awards Dinner to be staged at the Christchurch Casino, on the 30th July. 
 

Unfortunately, if you haven’t already booked to attend this Awards evening, it was 
announced on the 5th July that it is sold out.  We were only informed that Regal was a 

finalist last Friday afternoon, the 1st July, so had no time to advise you in case you 
wanted to attend.  Please accept my apologies for this, but I’m sure you understand 
that it was completely out of my control. 

 
Anyway, let’s hope that Regal can go back-to-back and add this award to her already 

achieved 2YO Trotting Filly of the Year in 2015. 
 

GOOD LUCK for this year’s award !!! 
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Trainer Mike Berger :- 

 

Spin To Win (Mach Three – Giveitawhirlgirl) 
 
After her enforced fresh-up race on the 12th June, where she ran a good 3rd placing in 

a very fast run race, Whirl was to have a quiet few days before attending the 
Cambridge Workouts, on the 18th June. 

 
This was in an Up to C0 Mobile Pace, over 2200m, where Whirl drew Barrier No. 6 in a 
7-horse field and was to be driven by stable trials driver Jordan Crawford. 

 
Jordan just dropped Whirl back off the gate and settled in behind them.  As they ran 

along Jordan popped Whirl out to sit outside them and she held her own in the run 
home to finish in 5th placing. 
 

The winner was Juice Brogden, in a time of 2:47.5 (MR 2:02.5), with the last 800m in 
60.0 and the 400m in 28.7. 

 
Mike said, “She made a noise.  He came out with her after he heard the noise as he 
didn't want to stay in behind.  When they sprinted home she held her own.  I'll get 

Philip to drive her this week and put those nose things in and see how we go.  I don't 
think it’s affecting her.” 

 
So, Whirl was to return for another run at the workouts the following week, on the 
25th June, once again at Cambridge Raceway. 

 
This was in a C0 Mobile Pace, over 2200m, in which Whirl drew Barrier No. 7, in an 8-

horse field and was to be driven on this occasion by Philip Butcher. 
 

Philip eased Whirl back off the gate and let her settle towards the rear of the field 
early.  In the running she was able to slot nicely into the one-one and enjoyed a good 
run thereafter.  Philip didn’t knock Whirl about and she ran home well to finish a good 

2nd placing, 1 length from the winner. 
 

The winner was Armabluechipboy, in a moderate 2:52.9 (MR 2:06.4), with the closing 
sectionals in 59.8 and 29.4 respectively. 
 

Philip said, “I was pleasantly surprised.  I didn't do much with her early and got in the 
one-one.  She started making the noise with about 450m to go, so maybe when she's 

fit she'll be alright.  Tri Girl Brigade used to do it until she was fully fit and she wasn't 
a bad sort.  So, if we don't hurt her, she should be OK.  She is alright.” 
 

Mike said, “She went better and he was pleased with her.  She's never made the noise 
in work.  Maybe as she gets fitter she'll be better.  It might be that when she’s under 

pressure she's making it.” 
 
Whirl was then to have another run at the Harness Racing Waikato Workouts, at 

Cambridge Raceway, on the 2nd July. 
 

This was in a C0 Mobile Pace, over 2200m, where Whirl drew Barrier No. 4 in a 4-
horse field, as she was to make her final preparations for her return to racing.  She 
was to be driven by Philip Butcher again. 
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As the mobile starting gate was giving some mechanical problems, this heat was to 
become a walk-up start and Whirl got away first to lead early, before Philip handed up 

the lead to take a nice trail. 
 

Whirl enjoyed the run in the trail throughout and was drawn out in the home straight 
to go on for a good and comfortable win. 
 

Whirl’s winning time was a moderate 2:51.0 (MR 2:05.0), with the closing sectionals 
completed nicely in 58.3 and 28.8.  The winning margin was 3 lengths, with a further 

5 lengths back to the 3rd placed horse. 
 
Philip said, “She trialled very well.  I was pleased with her.  No one wanted to lead, so 

I ended up there by default, but I was able to hand up and she finished it off really 
nicely.  I didn’t hear any noise today, so that’s all good.” 

 
Mike reported, “She went good today.  They couldn't get the mobile going so it was a 
walk-up start and no-one wanted to lead so she was out there.  Philip then handed up 

and ran home well to win easily.  Phil didn't hear any noise, so maybe she’s getting 
fitter.  They went no time but she did it nicely.  We’ll go on Sunday and see how we 

go.  We need a change of luck soon.” 
 

So, Whirl was then to make her return to the races at Cambridge, on the 10th July. 
 
This was in the $6,000 Howick Club Ladies Section Mobile Pace, for 2YO & Older C0 

pacers, over 2200m.  Whirl drew Barrier No. 6 (coming into No.4 with two scratchings 
inside her), in a 9-horse field (after there were six scratchings in total) and was to be 

driven by Philip Butcher. 
 
Mike said before the race, “I'm pretty happy with her.  She seems good and should go 

good.” 
 

Whirl got out well from the mobile start and dropped down to sit in the parked 
position early.  As they passed the 1800m point, Philip had a look around, but nothing 
was coming forward to give him cover.  So as they reached the 1700m mark, Philip 

made a play for the lead, but Maurice McKendry on Steady Reign didn’t want to hand-
up and they engaged in a tussle for a short time. 

 
Philip had to take hold and settled again back in the death, but this was short-lived as 
R Gee Three came out of the one-one to go forward and sit parked in the straight with 

a little over a lap-to-go, giving Whirl some cover at last. 
 

The speed went on down the back and rounding the final turn, Philip went to pull out 
but Whirl began to hang, so he had to stay in.  As they turned into the home straight, 
Whirl was now hemmed in and didn’t really get a lot of room in the run home to finish 

in 4th placing, only 2.7 lengths from the winner. 
 

The winner was Whirl’s stablemate R Gee Three, in a time of 2:45.7 (MR 2:01.2), with 
the closing sectionals completed in 58.9 and 29.4. 
 

Philip said, “When I had to do that work early she was all done.  She hung badly when 
I went to pull her out and Zac [Butcher, on Mark Of Integrity] got up alongside me 

and that was it.  She did trial really well, but it's a step up to the races.  I think it will 
be best to just let her run along and do her own thing and not do work early, then I 
think she'll finish it off better.  She is having a bit of a blow there too.” 
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Mike added, “I'm not convinced that she's making a noise.  It might be an excuse.  I 
used to hear it before, but I don't hear it any more.  She can get in on the turns, so I 

understand how she wouldn't come out.  I really thought she was the one to beat.  
That shows you what sort of judge I am.  We'll go again.  That’s about all we can do.” 

 
Here are some photos taken at Cambridge on the 10th July … 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
So, Whirl was then to race again this week, this time at Alexandra Park; this Friday, 

the 15th July, but unfortunately she has had to be scratched from her race. 
 

Craig Jamieson (standing in for Mike Berger who is away) reported this morning, 
“When I worked her yesterday she was visibly lame.  It shouldn’t be a major, but 
she’s not 100% right and didn’t drive great, so something is niggling her.  She can’t 

go on how she worked yesterday, but we can get a vet certificate, so if we can get to 
the bottom of it, she maybe able to race next week, possibly here at Cambridge.” 

 
If Whirl is able to make it back to race next Thursday, the 21st July at Cambridge, 
then I will confirm the details to you when they are available. 

 

  
Heading back to the stables  Return  

  
Back from  a wash Ungearing  

  
Alert after  A toweldown  
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Trainer Cran Dalgety :- 

 
Double Shot (Bettor’s Delight – Twice As Good) 

 
Having raced at Alexandra Park, on the 10th June, where she finished in 4th placing, 
Rhonda was to line up again the following week, on the 17th June, at the same venue. 

 
This was in the $13,500 www.tigermulti.co.nz Fillies & Mares Mobile Pace, for 3YO & 

Older Fillies & Mares C1-C3, over 2200m.  Rhonda drew Barrier No. 11 (No.3 on the 
2nd Row) in a 13-horse field and was to be driven on this occasion by Philip Butcher. 
 

Cran advised prior to the race, “She is very well and healthy, but just looking to get 
the right rub of the green really.” 

 
The Breckon Farms – The Good Sports Syndicate horse Glitzy Gal was also in the field, 
in fact she was to start from No.3, right in front of Rhonda. 

 
Rhonda was to receive farrier attention before the race, but was then all set to go.  

She got a reasonable run through from her 2nd Row draw and was to settle 4-back in 
the running line, as they headed into the stables bend for the first time.  A few gaps 
opened up in the field, as they sped through a quick 41.4 second lead time and the 

second favourite Rakarazor was able to push down into the trail, leaving Rhonda now 
3-back in the running line. 

 
She remained there throughout, until at about the 450m point, Philip hooked out to 
begin a move forward 3-wide, but as they began to turn for home Rhonda was forced 

out 4-wide.  She ran home well in the home straight, to finish a good 3rd placing, only 
2.8 lengths from the winner.  Glitzy Gal was to finish back in 8th placing. 

 
The winner was Bonnie’s Khaleesi, in a time of 2:44.2 (MR 2:00.0), with the closing 

sectionals completed in 58.7 and 28.4. 
 
Phillip said, “I don't know her, but she did go pretty good.  Boy can she pull though.  

She was alright in the race but she pulled in the prelim [warm up] and when I stopped 
and turned around she was off.  I should have done a Dexter and just let her go.  She 

did pretty well to run third.” 
 
Derek Balle, her caretaker trainer, added, “She’s having a good blow, so we might 

come again next week, but I'll talk to Cran first.” 
 

Here are some photos taken at Alexandra Park on the 17th June … 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

Heading back to the stables  Return  
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Rhonda was then to race next, on the 1st July, once again at Alexandra Park. 

 
This was in the $13,500 Kitchen Mania Fillies & Mares Mobile Pace, for 3YO & Older 

Fillies & Mares C1-C2, C3 with Conditions, with a Preferential Barrier Draw Based on 
Assessment, over 2200m.  As one of five C2 & C3 horses in the field, Rhonda drew 
out at Barrier No. 7, in an 11-horse field and was this time to be driven by David 

Butcher. 
 

The Breckon Farms – The Good Sports Syndicate horse Glitzy Gal was once again in 
the field, drawn on the 2nd Row at No.10, so it would be interesting to see who came 
out on top this time. 

 
Rhonda got out quickly from her wide draw and was soon up in third position early, 

before pressing on to have a go for the lead into the back for the first time.  She 
made the lead, as they ran through a very fast lead time of 40.6, before Bronze Over 
came forward to take over with about 1250m to run. 

 
Rhonda enjoyed a nice trail for the remainder of the race, but her early effort took its 

toll and she just battled in the run home to finish in 6th placing, 7.6 lengths from the 
winner. 
 

Glitzy Gal was to beat her home, finishing in 4th placing. 
 

The winner was once again Bonnie’s Khaleesi, in a good time of 2:42.6 (MR 1:58.9), 
with the closing sectionals completed in 58.3 and 28.5. 
 

 

  
In the washbay  Ungearing  

 Relaxing after  
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David said, “We had to do a bit of work early.  With the preferential draw she was 
always going to have to do some work.  She battled on well, but just had to do too 

much early.  It was only those ones that had better runs that got passed her in the 
run home.” 

 
Derek added, “Do we carry on, or do we turn her out?  She’s such a lovely filly to do 
anything with and is so willing.  In some ways it’s nice to put them aside when 

everything’s going OK.  I'll talk to Cran and see what we do.” 
 

Here are some photos taken at Alexandra Park on the 1st July … 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
After this race, her caretaker trainer, Derek Balle, was to talk to Cran and he advised 

that he thought it would be best that Rhonda now go for a spell. 
 

Derek reported (in Cran’s absence, as he is now on a family holiday in California), “We 
agreed it was probably time for a spell.  She’d been up for a while.  She left here the 
Monday after her race.  She is an honest mare and a good doer.  She’s a pleasure to 

do anything with.  She’s been handling her racing well and not losing condition and 
that last race, when they burnt and went better than 40 [seconds] lead time, there 

was no disgrace in finishing sixth.  She deserves a spell now.” 
 
So Rhonda has now returned south and gone for a spell. 

 

  
A hosedown  Ungearing  

  
Relaxing after  A drink  
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Rhonda has had a good season racing for the Breckon Farms – Super Seven Syndicate 
and has an excellent record of:- 

 

15 starts, for 5 wins, 1 second and 2 thirds, for $35,411 in stakes 

 

She has a Best Mile Rate of 1:57.8, achieved in winning over 1950m in a time of 

2:23.0 at Addington on the 14th May 2016. 

 

She is now rated a C3 for handicapping purposes. 

 

So, CONGRATULATIONS !!! 
 
 

Newsletters On the Website 
Please remember, your monthly newsletters are also displayed on the Breckon Farms 

Website, so you can access them whenever you wish, especially if you can’t find them 
amongst your emails. 
 

The Breckon Farms website address is:-  www.breckonfarms.co.nz 
 

Under the ‘Syndicates’ menu, you will find the ‘Top Ten Syndicate’ section, then scroll 
to the bottom and you will find your newsletters. 
 

You may also enjoy reading some of the other sections contained within the website. 
 

 
So good luck and many more wins to come … 
 

Cheers 
Rob 
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